
Uncommon Knowledge Art Exhibition FAQs 

 

In September of 2023, Roche Diagnostics will unveil an art exhibition focused on the critical 

importance of early cancer screening.  

 

How will we accomplish this? 

We’ll pair visual and literary artists with patients. Each patient will share their story, from early 

signs that something was not right, through diagnosis, treatment and current disease state. 

Each artist will then meet with the patient virtually to form a better connection and ask additional 

questions. Once those initial steps are completed, the artist will begin their creative process. All 

artists will have approximately five months to complete their works. A $100 honorarium will be 

given to each participating artist and all artwork at the exhibition can be for sale, but will need to 

remain on the walls throughout the exhibition run. All work created will also be available online 

and showcased on social media. 

 

A little about Roche  

At Roche we strive to keep the importance of early disease diagnosis front-and-center both 

internally with our own colleagues as well as externally to the general public, to educate about 

why getting screened early often leads to better outcomes. 

 

Founded in 1896 in Basel, Switzerland, as one of the first industrial manufacturers of branded 

medicines, Roche has grown into the world’s largest biotechnology company and the global 

leader in in-vitro diagnostics. The company pursues scientific excellence to discover and 

develop medicines and diagnostics for improving and saving the lives of people around the 

world. We are a pioneer in personalized healthcare and want to further transform how 

healthcare is delivered to have an even greater impact. To provide the best care for each 

person we partner with many stakeholders and combine our strengths in Diagnostics and 

Pharma with data insights from the clinical practice. 

 

On the diagnostics side of our business, located in Tucson Arizona is Roche Tissue 

Diagnostics. This site innovates and manufactures instruments and tests that automate tissue 

processing and slide staining for cancer diagnostics.  

 

Specifics about the exhibition 

Each fall the Roche Tissue Diagnostics site in Oro Valley works on an exhibition that ties to our 

vision of Doing Now What Patients Need Next. Leading up to fall of 2023, we’ll be working with 

visual and literary artists to build an art exhibition and social media campaign that shares our 

colleagues’ (who have also been patients) stories, helping others feel safe and empowered to 

go to the doctor if something does not seem quite right. 

 

Can you share more details on the expectations of the visual artists and poets? 

Each participating artist will be paired with a Roche patient. Each of these patients will have 

filled out a questionnaire about their disease, their treatment and their outcomes, which will be 

shared with the participating artists by March 1, 2023.  After this information sharing takes 



place, Roche/SAACA will set up virtual three way calls between the artists and the patients to 

ensure they form a deeper connection. After those meetings conclude, artists can commence 

with their visual and written work. 

 

Does the visual art need to be realistic? 

There are no expectations that the completed art needs to be a portrait of the artist or 

something else easily identifiable to the audience. Of course, the artist could choose to do this, 

but an abstract work would be equally acceptable.  

 

Tell me more about what’s involved. 

● Participating Roche employees/contractors who have also previously been patients will 

be asked to fill out a questionnaire sharing their story. 

● Once we’ve collected these important stories, we’ll pair each patient with a poet and a 

visual artist who’ll create work based off of patients’ questionnaires as well as a virtual 

meeting. 

● Patients will also be professionally photographed.    

 

What will the exhibition and campaign look like? 

Each participant will be featured in an in-person and virtual exhibition that includes: 

 

● Printed poem/lyrics 

● Visual art pieces 

● Photographs of Roche colleagues 

● Short patient stories, which focuses on detection and its link to patient outcomes e.g. 

Sue B talks about why she got checked: I noticed a minor change in my left breast and 

reached out to my physician who scheduled a mammogram. My cancer, caught early on 

that diagnostic test, was very small and isolated - only the size of a pencil erasure. I've 

been cancer-free for 15 years. 

● The addition of an online exhibition will increase access beyond the gallery walls.  

 

General timeline 

March 1: Interest form deadline (or whenever we reach our 15 participant cap) 

March 30: Questionnaire completed 

April 15: Deadline for meeting between poet, visual artist and Roche colleague 

September 21: Opening reception in Tucson 


